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Introduction 


A. 


It is a privilege and pleasure to be here today with so 


many "old friends" from Canada and China. 


B. It is particularly satisfying to be back at Southeast 
University. 
: After eight visits during the past 10 years, 
Southeast University certainly feels like my home 
institution in China. 
Dix Congratulations to Southeast University for your 
wonderful new hotel and conference facilities! 
Cc. Looking around, I believe that I have personally inter- 


viewed or corresponded with most of you during the past nine 
months. 


1. I want to apologize to each of you for any 
additional burdens that I may have placed on you and to 
thank each of you for your generous support for and 
encouragement of my research. 


2s I owe particular thanks to several "key" people: 


a. Dr. Wei Yu for her continuing confidence in 
me; 


be Dr. He Liquan for allowing Mr. Huang Dawei to 
serve so ably as my research assistant in China? 


C. Dr. Li Zhimin for his splendid arrangements 
and tireless efforts on my behalf in China; 


Il. 


d. Mr. Val tLarsen who first encouraged me to 
undertake this project and whose support (together 
with that of Ms. Susan Winch) has been 
critical to its success. 


Background 
A. Academic relations between Canada and China have 
certainly flourished since the two countries established 


diplomatic relations twenty-five years ago in October 1970. 


Bs These academic relations have developed in four 
distinct phases. 


1. Phase One (1970-79): 


a. dominated by small but groundbreaking 
"official" student and scholar exchange programs; 


b. also included familiarization visits by a 
number of academic and "friendship" delegations. 


Ze Phase Two (1979-1984): 


a. witnessed a significant increase in the volume 
and scope of academic exchange activity; 


b. the arrival in Canada of large number of 
Chinese government-funded mid-career "Visiting 
scholars" (typically in engineering and science); 


Gs individual visits to China by an increasing 
number of Canadian professors who were invited to 
lecture on their areas of specialization; 


d. the appearance of a number of formal "linkages" 
between universities in China and Canada. 


3. Phase Three (1984-1989): 
a. the period with the most dramatic increase in 
academic exchange activities between Canada and 


China; 


b. the enrolment of record numbers of Chinese 
graduate students at universities across Canada/ 


c. the emergence and growth of CIDA’s China program 
(and the funding available to university linkages 
through CCULP, CCMEP, CCLCP,etc); 


d. a Significant increase in the number of 
university linkages (with much greater emphasis on 
training than on research); 


e. visits to China by many more Canadian 
academics (particularly to offer short courses, 
but also to attend scholarly conferences and/or to 
engage in collaborative research). 


4. Phase Four (1989-1995): 


a. suspension of some academic exchange 
activities; 


b. emergence of "non-returnee" problem; 


or adjustments to and eventual phasing out of a 
number of CIDA programs which funded university 
linkages; 


d. new academic exchange opportunities emerge. 


In the early 1980s AUCC played a critical role in 
promoting academic cooperation between Canadian univer- 
sities and China. 


des In 1982 AUCC convened a national conference on 
"Canadian Universities and China" (hosted by the 
University of Regina) which provided an opportunity for 
Canadian universities to share information on their 
first decade of academic exchange experience with 
China. 


ahs The origins of CCULP can be traced to this 
conference. 


3. It was also as a result of the conference that AUCC 
established a China Liaison Office in 1986. 


4. Finally, it was this conference that called for the 
preparation of a background study which I was asked to 
undertake. The resulting AUCC-sponsored IDRC-funded 
study was published by IDRC in 1986 as Canadian 
Academic Relations with the People’s Republic of Ghina 
Since 1970. 


LTT. 


Dis In the closing days of CCULP, CCMEP and other CIDA- 
funded programs, AUCC asked me to undertake a follow-up 
study on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of formal 
relations between the two countries. 


Lie Work on the project began in December 1994 and the 
final report should be ready in early 1996. 


2. The final report will provide an updated historical 
survey and analysis of the past experience and present 
state of academic relations between Canada and China, 
as well as recommendations for the future development 
of those relations. 


Methodology 


A. This in not a typical history project in that very 
little of the research for this study can be done in the 
library. 


B. Government and university documents and databases 
do provide access to important factual information but are 
of limited critical value. 


Gis It quickly became clear that the key to making this 
project a success was to solicit information, evaluation and 
recommendations from people such as yourselves who have 
actually participated in various forms of academic 
coperation between the two countries. 


D. After some consultation, I decided that a combination of 
personal interviews and written surveys would be more 
effective than exclusive reliance on either one. 


E. Canada 


eg During the past seven months 272 standardized 
interviews have been conducted at 31 universities (and 
several government and non-governmental organizations) 
in eight provinces. A small number of interviews remain 
to be done, mostly in the Montreal-Ottawa area. 


2 Later this month, more than 500 short 
questionnaires are being circulated to professors 
across Canada who were not interviewed but who have 
been identified as active in Canada/China academic 
cooperation. This mailing is based on information 


IVs 


generously provided by interviewees, by international 
liaison officers at many Canadian universities and by 
the CCULP and CCMEP national coordinating offices. 


F. China 


1. The project is focusing on 59 Chinese universities, 
colleges, research institutes and hospitals which have 
been most active in academic exchanges with Canada. 


2. During the winter and spring of 1995 questionnaires 
were circulated to returned Chinese academics through 
the foreign affairs directors of these institutions. A 
total of 218 responses were received from 39 
institutions in 14 provinces/municipalities. 


ais During the same period questionnaires were also 
circulated to the foreign affairs directors of the 59 
selected Chinese institutions. A total of 27 written 
responses were received. 


4, In May 1995 I traveled to five Chinese cities and 
interviewed 127 Chinese academics (including 118 at 20 
universities). These interviews included many 
individuals in this room today and I am grateful to 
each of you for your time and opinions. 


G. During the summer most of these interviews have been 
reviewed and the results entered into a free-form database 
to facilitate analysis. The written questionnaires are also 
being entered into their own computer databases. It is on a 
preliminary reading of these materials that the following 
remarks are based. 


Impressions 
A. There has been a remarkable proliferation of academic 
exchange activities (particularly through more than 100 


institutional linkages) during the past 15 years. 


B. There appears to be a consensus that the key ingredients 
of successful and sustainable academic cooperation include: 


1. leadership 
2. focus 


3. funding 


4. mutual benefit 
5. mutual respect 

6. personal contacts 
7. careful selection 


Cc. There appears to be a tendency for foreign affairs 
directors on both sides to see Canada/China academic 
cooperation more pragmatically (and less in terms of 
"special relationships") ‘and within the context of overall 
international academic cooperation. 


D. There is widespread concern aboul Lhe future of academic 
cooperation between Canada and China without funding from 
CIDA and other Canadian sources (although with differing 
responses). 


E. The Canadian perspective 


Bx Positive outcomes of Canada/China academic 
cooperation: 


he it has brought outstanding graduate students 
to Canada, with direct benefit to university 
teaching and research activities; 


b. it has provided a significant number of 
Canadian professors with the opportunity for 
international travel and cross-cultural 
experience; 


Ce it has facilitated world class research of 
mutual benefit in some fields; 


ad. it has enhanced the international reputations 
of many Canadian universities and encouraged them 
to focus on their international priorities; 


e. it has advanced the study of China in Canada 
by providing new research opportunities for 
Canadian professors and language training and 
research experience for a generation of Canadian 
students. 


F. 


2 Negative outcomes of Canada/China academic 
cooperation: 


a. 
with 


b. 


declining enthusiasm for academic cooperation 
China, particularly among three groups 


Ze Sinologists (many of whom feel "used" or 
"ignored" ) 


ii. specialists in whose fields China is not 
yet at the Canadian level 


Et. "idealists" who are reacting to the 
"non-returnee"™ problem 


declining enrolments of Chinese graduate 


students at Canadian universities, resulting from 
a combination of five factors 


Cire 
with 


de Chinese government policy 


ii. differential fees for international 
students 


iii. the non-returnee problem 


iv. the emergence of other international 
opportunities 


W's uneven selection procedures for Chinese 
academics going abroad for advanced study and 
research 


the limited impact of CIDA-funded programs 
China in most Canadian universities, 


particularly outside the area of the funded 
activities; 


d. 


criticism and misunderstanding of CIDA’s 


priorities and procedures in China; 


e. 


persistent problems of communication. 


The Chinese perspective 


ds Positive outcomes of Canada/China academic 
cooperation: 


a. 


the critical importance of the SEDC "visiting 


scholars" program as the foundation of the past 15 
years of Canada/China academic cooperation; 


bi. the qualitative and quantitative leap made by 
Chinese universities, in some fields as a result 
of Canada/China academic cooperation; 


Ca greater enthusiasm for Canada/China academic 
cooperation at somewhat less well known institu- 
tions and those in less central locations; 


dis increasing efforts to reduce reliance on 
Canada/China government funding by expanding 
linkages to include private sector partners; 


e. the opportunity for large numbers of Chinese 
academics to go abroad for advanced study and/or 
research in order to up-date their knowledge and 
establish contact with colleagues around the 


world. 
As Negative outcomes of Canada/China academic coop- 
eration: 
a. widespread concern re lack of "budget 
transparency," particularly for CIDA-funded 
projects; 
b. the non-returnee issue, particularly as it 


relates to sustainability and the concurrent need 
to do more for "returnees" who are our alumni; 


c. the widespread impression that Canadian studies 
activities are spread too thin for the financial 
_ support available; 


d. a sense that in many cases "big ticket" 
programs have not been as cost effective and that 
the institutional benefits have been suprisingly 
limited; 


e. frustration with Canadian immigration 
procedures, particularly among those Chinese 
academics whose dossiers were not handled by the 
CSU in Beijing. 

V. Recommendations 


A. National Conference: that AUCC should convene a second 


national conference on "Canadian Universities and China" in 
order to facilitate the sharing of China/Canada academic 
exchange experience among all Canadian universities and to 
plan for future Canadian academic cooperation with China in 
a period of diminished government resources. 


B. China Liaison Acativities: that in the current 
situation (in which so many Canadian university CIDA-funded 
linkages have been or are being phased out) AUCC should 
expand its China liaison function to facilitate the 
transition of its member institutions to a new stage of 
Sino-Canadian academic cooperation. 


Ci Immigration Procedures: that support services 
(currently provided by the CSU but only to CIDA-funded 
Chinese academics) should be extended Lo all Canada/China 
academic exchange participants. 


D. Alumni: that a Canadian alumni association should be 
established in China and that membership should be open to 
all Chinese academics who have returned to China from 
periods of advanced study and/or research in Canada. 


E. Non-r 3: that CIDA and Canadian immigration 
officials should make every effort to work out a legally 
enforceable agreement, whereby Chinese academics who come to 
Canada with financial support from the Canadian government 
would be obligated to return to China for a period of at 
least two years, failing which they would be expected to 
repay all public monies that have been expended on then. 


ce CCULP Consolidation Phase: that in designing and 
evaluating "consolidation phase" CCULP project proposals, 
attention should be paid not only to newly established CIDA 
program priorities, but also to the seven "key ingredients" 
for successful and sustainable cooperation (or their 
equivalent) which were outlined above. 


G. Sinologists: that an appropriate university or other 
agency should host a symposium on the past experience. 
present state and future direction of the Canadian study of 


China. 
Wl. I want to thank you for your patience and attention this 
morning and to encourage you to be generous with your comments 
and criticisms. I also welcome the opportunity to interview any 
participant in the conference who has not already been 
interviewed for the research project. My best wishes for a 


successful conference! 


